present held by members of this department, more than threefifths of the whole establishment being employed on civil duty.
A proposal is under consideration in this connexion to further extend the system of filling civil medical charges by uncovenanted medical officers and senior members of the subordinate medical department, which already obtains in a certain number of cases, the object being to reduce the present Indian Medical Service establishment or at any rate to restrict its further increase.
A ruling has been made by the Government of India which will have the effect of increasing the reality of the present system of the " selection" of Lieutenant-Colonels of the Indian Medical Service for grade promotion. It is to the effect that the selection of an officer who is merely in a position of having done nothing tomerit supersession is inadmissible, every selection being intended to be distinctly for ability and merit.
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